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Media professionals always say 
that the most important part of 
the reportage is the most 
mentioned episode in your 
everyday conversations. So, 
recently I was visiting 
Amsterdam to participate in the 
ADVOC Open Board Meeting. 
Keeping the tourist's routing, I 
made some photos of 
BrantjesVeermanAdvocaten law 
firm's office. My Moscow 
friends always ask me what 
museum it is.  
. 

 
Beautiful, homelike and commodious residence is located on one of the city canals. Original 
patterns, elegant hall with solid bookshelves and French window leading to a cosy green patio 
for friendly lunches and business after hours…  To be honest, I did really like this place. And the 
rent is less than the one for 100 sq.m office in Moscow far from the city center.  
 
But on the top of my mind I remembered a huge number of presents from the clients, mainly on 
sport topic: balls, cups, even the personal yellow jersey from the bicycle races star. The plenitude 
of sports presents is explained by the BrantjesVeerman's practice areas. This respectable Dutch 
law firm specializes in sports law, comparatively young and very perspective law area. 



 

 
Sports industry has developed into a global business, providing a professional product. It is 
conducted on domestic, national and international levels. Every level has its own structure, its 
own rules and its own participants, covering the issues from complex contractual negotiations to 
career ending injuries. A sports lawyer must command a wide range of law subjects and should 
be an ultimate day-to-day practitioner. Some law schools emphasized that this area of law has 
developed into a separate body of law practiced by specialist lawyers and as "lex mercatoria", a 
similar "lex sportiva" is now present. 

In Russia the sports law has not developed into a self-contained law area yet, though, we have all 
the needed background and good reasons for that. According to “Forbes” magazine, Russian 
sportsmen and sportswomen lead the Russian Celebrity 50 list, leaving our music and TV stars 
far behind. Unfortunately, nowadays our sport stars use to show their talents abroad, so usually 
foreign firms provide the contracts. But I do hope that 2014 Olympic Winter Games in Sochi 
will remove the azimuth of jurisprudence closer to Russia bringing the impulse to sports law 
development in our country.     
 
 

 


